STOP the Scratchface Lane Development Proposal
North Hill Bedhampton Residents Association
What are our objections? Is this just another case of “not in my backyard”?
No, there are many reasons this site is unsuitable to be included on the reserve housing site list, one example
coming from the Council’s own “Policy Statement on Flood and Coastal Defence” where the site is one of
several singled out for particular attention as;
“a critical ordinary watercourse – i.e. a watercourse which the Council has agreed with the Environment
Agency to be critical because it has the potential to put at risk from flooding large numbers of people and
property”.
… A statement that does not fit well with their current objective;
“Discourage inappropriate development in areas at risk from flooding”.

A comparison of the Brooklands Road watercourse from the Environment Agency flood map compared to the
overlaying development site boundary from the Council Consultation forum notes.

Flooded Brooklands Road gardens shown above from two separate flood events in recent years, one event
which also saw emergency vehicles in attendance pumping water from the homes of people living in
Brooklands Road and Maylands Road.

Another key concern with this site is access, its general placement and proximity to the A3(M) motorway which
results in the site currently having no vehicular access. The proposal to demolish two existing bungalows to
provide a single point of access will effectively direct the vast majority of traffic down a single route to the
Maylands Road/Bedhampton Road roundabout, a junction well-known locally for its “difficult” access onto the
main road.
The proposal developers themselves admitted at the recent Council forum that there is potential for an overspill
of car parking into neighbouring roads, adding, to the dismay of all present in the public area, that this could act
as a “traffic calming” initiative; a flippant remark perhaps indicative of their attitude to the concerns of local
residents.

A summary taken from the Council’s own “Havant Local Development Framework” Sustainability Appraisal
document published in 2008 where a total of 20 sites were examined with only one ranking lower than the
Scratchface Lane site. Additional comments within the same document include the following;
“The poor availability of services and public transport needs to be addressed otherwise it could increase the
opportunity for social exclusion.”
“Potential safety and security issues would have to be carefully considered to mitigate against the potential
isolation of the site.”
“Nearest bus stop over 600m away but actual on-ground distance far greater.”
“Nearest primary school 1.2Km away, therefore beyond reasonable walking distance”
The Consultation Forum in January listed many examples of why this reserve housing site is unsuitable for
development, this, in addition to a recent admission from a Bedhampton Councillor that;
“All Bedhampton County/Borough Councillors are strongly against this proposal”
… make it difficult to understand why this site is still being considered as suitable?
Please sign petition slip below and hand to a Councillor or Residents Association member
Name……………………………
Address……………….…………
Bedhampton
Dear Mrs Batchelor,
Havant Borough Councillors have historically been opposed to developing land off Scratchface Lane but their
decision was overruled by a Government appointed Inspector in 2004.
The new Coalition Government has stated it will restore Planning powers to Local Authorities who are best
qualified to understand local needs and concerns.
I therefore call upon Havant Borough Council to put their faith in the new Government and reject once
and for all plans to build on the green fields of Bedhampton.
Yours sincerely …………………………………….

